
REGIONALLY APPrOPrIATE DESIGN. 
	 The intent of the Grand County School District and the design team is that the new 

schools are appropriately designed for the Moab region. The desire for the build-

ings was to feel right in their setting without copying the Sante Fe style or appear-

ing contrived.

	 The general design concept was to create shelter from the harsh desert environ-

ment. The climate in Moab, Utah is both very hot and very cold.  In the heats one 

seeks shelter for shade,  in the cold to conserve warmth. The entrance canopies 

create welcomed desert shelter.  The color palette for the buildings was derived 

from natural colors in the Moab valley, and is used for masonry, stucco, �ooring and 

millwork selections for the project.  All materials have been selected for mainte-

nance and durability as well as color and �nish.
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Color samples taken from the 
natural materials of the region. 
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selection



New Elementary School, View toward the upper grade houses (toward northeast)




